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Negative Implications of School Vouchers

	School vouchers began with good intentions.  They were introduced as a way to better the educational system by allowing parents from lower income families to choose to send their children to a different school.  The parents could choose any school, either public or private, that they felt would help their child succeed, and the state would pay either part of or the entire bill.  The proponents of this initiative saw it as the perfect solution because there wasn’t any additional taxpayer money being spent on education.  The money for vouchers was already allotted to education; it was just being redirected from funding public schools to paying for individual educations at private schools.  So, rather than deal with failing public schools, the state would just shift the burden to private enterprises, and allow them to deal with the struggling masses and all of their problems.  In theory, it would promote competition between schools to perform at higher standards and to attract the best students.  This would allow the schools to operate just like any other market, but should education act like a market?  Every child should be guaranteed a free education, but vouchers are not the solution to the problem.  
	Their implementation in the past 19 years has shown that they don’t work.  School vouchers were first introduced in Milwaukee in 1990 with the Milwaukee Parental School Choice Program (Dunne), and now more than 14% of school-aged children there receive some sort of assistance (McCloskey).  Similar programs have also been adopted in 6 other states and Washington DC (McCloskey), though non on such a large scale.  Studies done in these states show that no real strides have been made.  In Milwaukee, voucher students performed at about the same levels as demographically-matched Milwaukee Public School students (McCloskey).  Those that have been done to show positive results tend to be biased because focus groups include more involved parents from more traditional families (McCloskey).  So, after so many years of mediocre conclusions, is it really worth continuing with this program?  The inner cities in general are performing worse than ever, and public schools are being left to fail.  There are larger social issues at work that school vouchers don’t address.  So rather than just giving the problem students to private institutions to deal with, the state should be finding innovative ways within the public system to help students to be successful.  There are many more factors to success than solely environment. 
	So why aren’t school vouchers working?  When parents are able to choose where to send their children without cost as a factor, they are more likely to choose a private school.  The problem is that a lot of private schools don’t have all of the tools to deal with the new of students they are receiving.  Private schools aren’t subject to as much oversight, so they can do things that may not be in the best interest of all students (Messerli).  They don’t have to accommodate for special needs students in the ways that public schools do.  So students with different learning styles or physical disabilities are more likely to be left behind (Messerli).  Also, the curriculum and teaching standards of private schools are difficult to regulate, so the quality of such schools cannot be assured.  Another major problem with the system of school vouchers is that private schools can discriminate in ways that public schools cannot (Antee).  Whether it’s on the basis of academic quality or race, this could lead to an increased chance of segregation or a division of financial resources (“Soyouwanna Learn About School Vouchers?”).  So, in order to ensure a quality education for all children, regardless of race or ability, state money should go towards schools that meet a standard curriculum and that are accessible to everyone.  
	Another problem with the current system of school vouchers is they don’t do anything to address the major problems of the inner cities.   Vouchers fail to recognize the larger social issues at work.  More than just a different schooling atmosphere is needed to fix all of the problems that are occurring in their home lives (McCloskey).  Education and learning may not be valued in some of these homes, so it’s difficult to expect these students to do as well as their suburban peers in any environment.  On the 2007 4th-grade National Assessment of Educational Progress reading test, only about 12% of African Americans in big city school districts scored at or above proficiency (McCloskey).  Programs need to be developed in these areas that address not just education, but give them all of the resources they need to end the cycle of poverty.  Putting struggling students into a new environment far from guarantees success, and more social measures are needed at public schools to aid in their success rates.    
Also, the current system of school vouchers further divides the population into “haves” and “have-nots,” because the more promising students with more involved parents are offered a way out.  Because of the way that the voucher system allots money, those who are left behind in the public schools will be even worse off than before.  The private schools also have the opportunity to raise tuition whenever they want to prevent certain students from being able to consider attending, which will continue the cycle of many students being excluded (“Soyouwanna Learn About School Vouchers?).  Another major problem with the current system of school vouchers is that it doesn’t aid the means of funding education.  Public schools rely on property taxes to for funding, so as long as schools exist in largely poor areas, they will continue to come up short (McCloskey).  So, with a portion of that money going to fund private schools, there’s no way that public schools will be able to keep up with the rising costs of technology, supplies, and teachers.  
	School vouchers go against a lot of core American values, and could ruin the whole institution of public education.  First, the idea of using taxpayer money to fund private schools is a very possible violation of the First Amendment.  A majority of the private schools that parents choose to send their children to with vouchers have a religious affiliation, and this is a violation of separation of church and state.  This practice was ruled unconstitutional by the Maine Supreme Court in 1992, and has been controversial all over the nation (DiPoala).  Also, there’s a widely held American belief in a quality public education.  Our Founding Fathers believed that all children should be publically educated in order to become responsible citizens, reduce crime, promote cultural unity, become economically self-sufficient, and enrich happiness (DiPoala).   But, reaching those goals becomes increasingly difficult when a quality education eludes some groups, and educational funding leaves them with a lesser chance to thrive later in life.  
School Vouchers turn education into a public enterprise, treating education like a “market,” where schools compete for the best students, where schooling essentially becomes a business.  Because of that, they will seek to maximize profit and hold back in areas that are needed for a beneficial experience for students.  They could limit supplies and teacher pay in an effort to keep money in the hands on the administrators (“Soyouwanna Learn About School Vouchers?”).  They may even be willing to higher less qualified teacher with inadequate certification or less experience.  Another possible negative side effect of schools becoming market-like is that private monopolies will begin to exist, where schools will become dominant based on location rather than quality.  If school vouchers became the norm, parents will choose schools based on proximity to their homes, and schools wouldn’t have to offer the best quality education because they would be the only choice.  This would be an especially large problem in rural areas.  It’s much more desirable in terms of equality and quality to have the monopoly exist in a public sense than a private one.
	After the research that I have completed on the current system of school vouchers, I believe that it is not the best way deal with failing American public education especially in the inner cities.  In my opinion, the solution is to change the current system of funding so that every student has an equal chance at a quality basic education, backed with more social programs that help to combat the problems that the students are facing at home.  Public schools have the capacity to reach out to more students, and provide all of the children with the tools they need.  One of the major differences between the public schools that do well and those that are failing is funding.  So, as long as the majority of public funding for schools comes from property taxes, schools in poor areas will continue to be poor.  If a new means of financial support was developed so that more government assistance went to where it was needed, a lot of the problems would be alleviated.  Then, with some of that additional money, supplementary after-school programs, or even in-school seminars, could be put in place to show the students that school is the way to get somewhere in life.  Putting money into education is an irreplaceable investment for the future, so we need more money to improve upon social programs that are already in place.  Children are the best way to end the cycle of poverty, and they need to be shown the importance of education in doing so.    
Public schools have been an efficient means of education for years, and it’s too early to give up on the system.  They have served many communities well, and it is very possible for successful individuals to come from public schools.  With school vouchers, public schools will become nothing more than a dumping ground, and students that get out of the city aren’t guaranteed success.  It will only create worse divisions and lead to more inequality.  If children feel left out of education at an early age, then it will change their attitude towards learning and what the government can do for them for the rest of their lives.  
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Abstract: School Vouchers
	School vouchers are not an efficient means of solving the problems of failing public schools.  So far, the current programs that have been started don’t yield any positive results, and are doing more harm than good for the public schools still in existence.  The current system of funding makes public schools in poor areas a dumping ground because they can’t afford teachers and technology with funding from property taxes.  Vouchers are not working because they don’t address the larger social issues at work in the inner cities, and putting students into a new environment isn’t the best solution.  Private schools aren’t equipped to handle the new students that they will be receiving, and quality cannot be assured because they aren’t subject to as much oversight.  Also, this system makes education a market, where private monopolies can exist and competition can be decreased (dragging quality down), and standards may go down in an effort to make more money.  There are many efficient public schools in existence, and they could all work better if a different means of funding was put into place, and students were offered more social services in school to keep them on the right track.  
